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Working group Update

CURRENT PROJECTS

• Beyond Hot Air – conversations around critical raw materials 
supply for the ‘green’ transition

• EU-PolarNet – Co-ordinating and Co-designing the European 
Polar Research Area (also Wolfgang Schöner, Andreas Richter and 
Peter Schweitzer groups)

• ILLUQ – Permafrost, Pollution, Health (also Peter Schweitzer 
group)

• InfraNorth – Arctic infrastructures (also Peter Schweitzer group)

• Snow2School – transdisciplinary research with schools on snow in 
GL and AT (also Wolfgang Schöner and Peter Schweitzer groups)



Research themes 
including MA and PhD topics

• Land-use decision making and natural resources extraction in the Arctic and sub-Arctic, Deep 
sea mining

• Critical raw materials for the European Green Deal and “green” transition

• “Green colonialism”, (neo-/de-)colonial dimensions of community–industry–state relations

• Future-making-future-thinking, temporality and transformation

• Human–environment relations, more-than-humans, built environment and infrastructure

• Cultural revitalization, protest and Indigenous self-determination

• Immigration in the Arctic

• Architecture, regional planning, urbanity in/and remoteness

• Mobility, multi-locality (Fly-in, fly-out work)

• Human security/international security

• Decolonial research methodology, co-creation of knowledge, transdisciplinarity

• Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research collaboration across social and natural 
sciences, humanities and technology

• Science politics, solidarity in science and academia, research ethics



a new MinErAL sub-project (2023 – 2025)

miningbeyondhotair.org





Climate emergency and 
energy transition dependent 
on critical raw materials

• The relevant questions relate to where
mining should occur and should not occur, 
and the conditions under which it should 
occur. (O’Faircheallaigh, 2023) 



Addressing the contradictions & dilemmas of mining for CRM 
& challenging dominant discourses

• ‘Green’ transition and ‘green growth’ 
strategies entail a rising demand for CRM

• Need for sincere and honest discussions 
about the dilemmas and contradictions:

• Need to decarbonize (wanting ‘to be 
green’) but needing minerals to do this,

• (Silently) accepting and externalising the 
massively increasing social and 
environmental costs of mining for these 
resources



Beyond Hot Air - - Research and conversation platform
Stepping out of the comfort zone

• Beyond Hot Air project wants to go 
beyond the polarising ways of talking 
about extraction

• We invite stakeholders in CRM mining &
the public to step out of their comfort 
zones - together with us



Polar Talk #13
Natural History Museum 
Vienna



Beyond Hot Air Workshop Vienna







Visit the Beyond Hot Air conversation platform for our blog, videos, briefing 
papers, webinars…..

miningbeyondhotair.org


