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Education and Professional Preparation

University of Vienna Social and Cultural Anthropology B.A. equivalent, 1983
Social and Cultural Anthropology M.A. equivalent, 1985
Social and Cultural Anthropology Ph.D., 1990
Social and Cultural Anthropology Habilitation (postdoctoral

thesis), 2002

Professional Appointments

2012-Present Professor, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology,
University of Vienna

2013-Present Professor Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

2016-2020 Director, Austrian Polar Research Institute

2016-2020 Department Chair, Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology,
University of Vienna

2007-2012 Director, Alaska EPSCoR

2002-2012 Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Alaska
Fairbanks

1997-2002 Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

1992-1997 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of
Alaska Fairbanks

Major Fields of Interest

Regional: Russia; Circumpolar North (Alaska, Canada, Greenland, Northern Europe, Siberia);
Eastern Europe; Central Asia
Topical: Built Environments; Climate Change; History of Anthropological Theory; Human-

Environmental Interactions; Hunting and Gathering Societies; Movements of People
and Ideas; Social Lives of Infrastructure
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Recent Keynotes and Invited Talks

2023  Opening keynote at the Arctic Science Summit Week 2023, “One, Two or Many?
Conceptualizing the Arctic in 2023”, Vienna, Austria, February 2023

2020 Invited plenary participation at the roundtable Resilient Arctic Communities at the Arctic
Frontiers conference; Tromso, Norway; January 2020

2019 Invited keynote speaker at the Eleventh Siberian Studies Conference, “The Affordances of
Infrastructure: Examples from Transportation Projects in the Arctic and Other Remote
Regions”, St. Petersburg, Russia; October 2019

2019 Invited plenary presentation, Thirteenth Congress of Russian Anthropologists and
Ethnologists; “Mobility and Communication in the Circumpolar North: Toward an
Anthropology of Transportation Infrastructure”; Kazan, Russia, July 2019

2018 Invited keynote speaker at the Twelfth Conference on Hunting and Gathering Societies
(CHAGS 12); Self-Determination in a Resource Frontier? The Contemporary Worlds of
Northern Hunter- Gatherers; Penang, Malaysia, July 2018

2018 Invited keynote speaker at the Fifth International Symposium on Arctic Research (ISAR-5);
Remoteness and Infrastructure: On the Affordances of the Built Environment in Polar
Regions; Tokyo, Japan, January 2018

2017  Invited speaker at the roundtable on “Infrastructures” at the Conference “High Altitudes meet
High Latitudes: Globalizing Polar Issues” in Crans-Montana, Switzerland, September 2017

2017 Invited plenary presentation at Arctic Science Summit Week, “Arctic Social Sciences and
Interdisciplinarity: Anthropological Perspectives on the Built Environment”, Prague, Czech
Republic, April 2017

2015 Invited plenary speaker at the 2015 German Anthropological Association Conference; “What
Can Environments in Crisis Be Good For? Anthropology Facing Climate Change”, Marburg
an der Lahn, Germany, October 2015

2014 2014 Invited Climate Histories Seminar presentation “Do We Need an Anthropology of
Climate Change” (University of Cambridge, March 2014)

2014  AnthroLab presentation “Uberhitzt. Anthropologische Kommentare zu Klimawandel in
Alaska und anderswo* (Philipps-Universitdt Marburg, November 2014)

2014 Invited seminar presentation “Social and Cultural Transitions in the Circumpolar North —
What Is the Role of Climate Change?” (CEARC, OVSQ, Université de Versailles Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines)

2013  Keynote address (Ladislav Holy Lecture) at the Czech Association for Social Anthropology
“Toward an Anthropology of Climate Change” (Prague, Czech Republic, October 2013)

2013  Keynote presentation “Looking at Siberia from the Margins: The Bering Strait Region and
Other Vantage Points” at the Ninth Siberian Studies Conference (St. Petersburg, Russian
Federation, October 2013)



Synergistic Activities

2022-
2021-2025

2021-2025

2017-2019
2015-2017
2014-2017
2014-Present

2014-Present
2014-Present

2013-Present

2012-2019

2011-Present

2010-2013
2001-2004

Austrian (FWF) Representative at the European Polar Board

Project Leader, “Building Arctic Futures: Transport Infrastructures and
Sustainable Northern Communities”, European Research Council (ERC)
International Advisory Board Member of the Japanese Research Project “Arctic
Challenge for Sustainability 11

Scientific Advisory Board Member, Arctic Centre, University of Lapland

Speaker, History of Anthropology Working Group, German Anthropological Society
Scientific Advisory Board Member, Mistra Arctic Sustainable Development: New
Governance for Sustainable Development in the European Arctic

Founding and Board Member of the International Society for Hunter Gatherer
Research (ISHGR)

Editorial Board Member of the Journal “Hunter Gatherer Research”

Advisory Board Member of the Journal “Etnograficheskoe Obozrenie” (Russian
Federation)

Advisory Editorial Board Member of the Journal “Zeitschrift fiir Ethnologie”
(Germany)

Steering Committee Member, Resources and Sustainable Development in the Arctic
(ReSDA), a Canadian Major Collaborative Research Initiative

Chair and U.S. (now Austrian) Representative, International Arctic Science
Committee Social and Human Sciences Working Group

Member of the Board of Directors, Arctic Research Consortium of the U.S. (ARCUS)
President, International Arctic Social Sciences Association (council member 2004-
2014); organizer of ICASS V

Research Funding (recent)

2023-2025

2021-2025

2019-2023

2017-2023

2017-2018

2015-2021

2015-2016

2013-2019

2013-2018

2012-2018

2011-2012

2011-2013

OeAD (Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalization) — Snow2School);
Leader of the University of Vienna team (PI is at the University of Graz)

European Research Council (ERC) Advanced Grant — Building Arctic Futures:
Transport Infrastructures and Sustainable Northern Communities (InfraNorth),
Project Leader

Austrian Academy of Sciences (OAW) — Snow to Rain: From Phase Transition of
Precipitation to Changing Local Livelihoods, Emotions and Affects in East
Greenland (Snow2Rain); Leader of the University of Vienna team (PI is at the
University of Graz)

European Commission (H2020) — Nunataryuk: Permafrost Thaw and the Changing
Arctic Coast: Science for Socio-Economic Adaptation; WP co-lead

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) — Infrastructure in the Russian Far East: Isolated
Cities and Connected Economies; Principal Investigator

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) — Configurations of Remoteness: Entanglement of
Humans and Transport Infrastructures; Principal Investig.

Wenner-Gren Foundation: Partial support of Eleventh Conference on Hunting and
Gathering Societies (CHAGS 11); Co-Principal Investigator

NSF RCN-SEES Arctic-FROST: Arctic Frontiers of Sustainability: Resources,
Societies, Environments and Development in the Changing North; Co-Principal
Investigator

National Science Foundation — Partial Support of the Arctic Human Development
Report Il (AHDR-I1); Principal Investigator

National Science Foundation — Alaska Adapting to Changing Environments (Alaska
ACE); Co-Principal Investigator

National Science Foundation — Partial Support of the Seventh International Congress
of Arctic Social Sciences (ICASS VII); Principal Investigator

National Science Foundation — Alaska EPSCoR RII C2: Cyberconnectivity and Data
Visualization; Principal Investigator



