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Education

1995
1995

PhD in Geography, University of Salzburg (Austria)
Unigis diploma, University of Salzburg (Austria)

1982-1990 Studies of Geography, Meteorology and Geophysics, Universities of Vienna, Innsbruck

(Austria)

Academic positions

2020-

Director of Austrian Polar Research Institute (APRI)

2019-2021 Head of Institute of Geography and Regional Science, Austria

2014- Professor of Physical Geography, University of Graz, Austria

2009-2014 Section head “Climate Change Impacts” at Austrian Weather Service (Zentralanstalt fir
Meteorologie und Geodynamik)

1995-2009 Researcher at “Climate Department” at Austrian Weather Service (Zentralanstalt fiir
Meteorologie und Geodynamik)

1991-1995 Research Assistant at Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics, University of Vienna

(Austria)

Main areas of research

Mountain climate variability and change; interaction between the atmosphere and the cryosphere (snow,
glaciers, permafrost) in a mountain/Arctic envitonment, impact of snow and glaciers on runoff, climate
time series homogenization and statistical analysis, droughts in mountain regions.

Most important research achievements and activities

Initiator of IACS-MRI-WMO/GCW Joint Body on “The status of mountain snow cover”( Co-
chairs: Wolfgang Schoner, Lijuan Ma, Shawn Marshall), currently under review
Organizer/Convener/Co-Convener of the session “Mountain climates: processes, change and
related Impacts” at EGU (2016 -)

Member of EU-Polarnet]l and 2 (coordinating and co-designing the European Research Area)
consortium https://eu-polarnet.eu/ (2015 -)

Member of the MRI working group on elevation dependent climate change EDCC (2014 -)
Chairman of Climate Change Centre Austria CCCA (2015-2010)

Council member and Austrian representative for International Arctic Science Committee IASC
(2014 -)

Together with A. Richter (University of Vienna) Initiator of the Austrian Polar Research Institute:
www.polarresearch.at (2013)

Chair of Working Group, Surface Observations of WMO-Global Cryosphere Watch and member
of Steering Group (2012 -)

Initiator of the Austrian Radiation Network ARAD, with Sonnblick Observatory as BSRN station
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e Installation of mass balance monitoring at Sonnblick (Austrian Alps) and Freya glacier (NE-
Greenland) as part of the World Glacier Monitoring Service

e Deputy director of Sonnblick Obsetrvatory (Austrian Alps) 2002-2015

e Homogenization methods for climate times seties and development of the HISTALP data set
(together with I. Auer and R. Bohm) a widely used climate data set in climate research

e Coordination of Austrian Contribution to International Polar Year 2007 /08.

e Successful supervision of 9 PhD students, >30 MSc/diploma students.
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